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1o, In a ietter from Rodolfo Guzman, dated 2 March 1951, Mexico City, addresased
to the "Egteemed Comrades" of the Partido Vanguardia Popular of Costs Rica,
sent in cere of Ruth Carrasquilla in San Jose, Guezman complained bitterly of
not being told what wes going on in Costa Rice. The letter is quoted in
part bslow: '

"What has happened with the Fernandez Prestinari law? Is it necessary to
continue with the solidarity campaimn? Ne one tells me anything. I have not
éven received one copy of Trabaio. Recently I happened to read soms Costa
Rican newspapers and found two matters of importance: women's suffrage, and
the formation of a new central labor union. What doss it teke for you to keep
me informed of what happens? Are criticisms end censure all that ig neceasary
for me to fulfill my duties here? It is not for my personal interest but fos
the Confederacion de Trabajadores de America Lating (CTAL) that there should be
an abundance of information concerning our country,"

20 CGuzman mentioned having spent one hundred pesos in notary fees in the business
transaction of the trensfor of the Vanguardia gold collection in Mexico City,
but he did not stats whether the colleotion had been sold or not. Speaking
of the projected Agricultural Conforence in Mexico City, Guzman said: "The

continuing, A% the lest minute economic difficulties arose which are restricting
our activities. If you can't send three delegates from Coste Rica, at least
send one or two, It will definitely be from 2 to & May 1951,"

3o  Accompanying this letter were press clippings, "Declaraciones de Jose Stalin
al Diario Pravda" from El Popular, 1 March 1961, end "La iision Civilizadora
del Gobierno de los EB, UU, por Vo Lombardo Toledano, from g.}. Pogula:i,

2 Harch 1951. :

he did not have suffiecient money to buy a stamp. The leaders of the different
syndicates, according Lo Sierra, are so terrorized that they do not even aollieat:
the dues from the workers. "My situation as an officisl is lamentable, ag I
don't receive more an 140 colones per month, and from this many times I have
to take out for trips to $he provinces and other expenses for stationery,"
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Viith reference to the Fernandez Prestinari Law, Sisrra answered at pome

length, and portions of his explanation are as follows: "Aftur the falling
apart of Rorum iiovarum, two new federations were formed: the Federacion

Obrera Capitaline (FOC) and the Federacion de Trabajadores Baneneros (FETRABA)j
&nd the Union of Commercial Employeea was set up directed by Roberto Guell.
Although these organizations have little representation if it becomes neoessary
to have them intervene ageinst the Prestinart law, we sent them s letter
explaining the problem and we have succeeded in having them dencunce the reforams
to the Labor Code, principsily sgainst syndicate freedom; the pronouncements
have beon made in all the local newspapers and over some radio stations. Now
we are getting ready to form a United Front against the reactionary roforms

to the labor Code. This cosmittee will be formed under the provisc that this
doeg not imply renunciation of ideological lines, VWhat it means ig that we
will give buttle to the owner class, to the capitalists, and to the imperialiste
on a single front."

Sierra's success in the banana region of Quapos, of which he wrote, hes boen
partially confirmed by press notices, telling of demands of the Independent
Unions of Communist Party banana workers submitted to the United Fruit Compeny
which reportedly will affect twenty-five hundred workers. Of this teip Sierrs
wrotes "I went to the itlantic zone, meking tours of all the absca finces and
holding & good assembly in each ome. These tours had to be made in heavy rains,
at night as well as by dey, traveling on foot because the company, or rather
the agent, gave tiie order not to permit me to travel by rail, Anyway, this
trip was a success; we are prearing the wy end the minds of the workers for
what may be necessary. Omly in Puerto Limon can nothing bs done. The leaders
ghandoned their orgenizatione snd are united in their terror. Never have I
sesn such cowardly peopls as these."

According to Sierra, "four more comrades were jailed and sentenced." ls named
Jose Egcamilla, a Salvedoran, whom the authoritiez "wish to throw out of the
country,” the others being Efrain Rodripguez, Adolfo Garcia, and onse Barrantes
whom source did not identify, except to smy that he had heard that Barrentes
was pleked up by the police as he wes leaving a meeting 2t the house of
isnuel HMora, end that a few copies of Trabajo ond a book on lLenin were found
in his posseasion. The report that "the comrade, .lenolo Camacho, had been
nurdered” was discuunted by Sierre, who sald thet he hed spoken with him e
short time ago, and since the press had said nothing about it, it would be
unusual if they missed an opportunity to print a murder story, Sierra alsc
forwarded copies of El Grafico, which carried the resolutionms ¢f the Communigt
Party-demineted unions, or "Independent™ syndicates passed at the Wational
Conference held at San Jose on 13 and 14 January 1951,
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